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to do this, made by Marxist authors ; and we were in
a position to show that though they pretended to apply
the inductive method, their conclusions were in reality
mere deductions made possible by an insufficient know-
ledge of the historical facts.
Cunow admits, not without regret, that the question
as to how this transformation of economic facts and
motives into ideal driving forces is brought about, has
not been treated at all by Marx, while Engels has given
it only superficial attention.    This is indeed to be re-
gretted, as the acceptance or rejection  of the whole
theory depends upon it.   What Engels said on the ques-
tion is certainly very superficial.    He says in a letter
to Franz Mehring:   " The image of a period, as re-
flected in man's intellect, is determined by the form of
economics and by the social conditions produced by it.
This reflected image forms, so to speak, a given in-
tellectual environment, a milieu composed of thoughts
and feelings, in which the single individual is brought
up and from which he receives, according to his social
position, his impressions, feelings and opinions." x   The
first part of this passage contains but another repetition
of the same assertion, while in the second, Engels speaks
* of the effect which the general ideology of his environ-
ment has on the individual.   The most important link,
however, is missing ; for we are not told in what manner
and why the reflected image in men's brains is determined
by economics.   It seems that we must accept it on trust.
Let us, however, examine the propositions enunciated
by Engels, such as they are.   There are, according to
Engels, two degrees or stages of causation :   the form
of economics determining the general ideology which
* Letter to Franz Mehring of January 25, 1894.
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